Interview* with Judge
Maysam Al-Nuwayri
Head of Beirut Civil Court of
Appeal - Commercial Chamber

1. What do you think about arbitration as a means to solve the commercial disputes on both the local and international levels?
The parties, in arbitration, shall agree on solving an existing or future dispute - under
certain rules and principles or under a certain regulation they have referred to - by one
or more individuals assigned according to a speciﬁc mechanism.
Arbitration is one of the most important means of dispute settlement, especially when
the arbitrator has the knowledge, experience and impartiality required to look
thoroughly and conveniently into the ﬁle, with the proper commitment to the principles
that should be therein applied, especially the respect of the defense's rights. The lack of
one of these elements leads to negative consequences, and this fact explains why some
people doubt of the efﬁciency of arbitration.
The main advantage of arbitration, on the international level, is that the disputing
parties are no more compelled to resort to a judicial authority that may not, in their
opinion, enjoy the qualities needed to make the right judgment. It also puts an end to all
the controversy regarding the competent court, the applicable law and all other issues
that may result from applying a foreign judicial judgment.
On the national level, the importance of arbitration lies in another aspect, as all parties
are subjected to the law and courts of the country in which they reside. Arbitration is, in
this respect, the parties' choice since it accelerates the proceedings of getting an award,
it is cost effective since no fees are paid to the government when instituting the arbitration proceedings. It also maintains the conﬁdentiality of the proceedings as the whole
process shall be conﬁned to the parties and shall end with announcing the arbitration
award in a closed session attended only by the concerned parties.
* This interview is translated from Arabic.
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