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Activating Commercial Arbitration
Practical Needs to Develop Commercial 

Arbitration Law on 12th - 13th November, 2009
The Dubai International Arbitration Centre organized, in cooperation with the Dubai Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, the Abu Dhabi Arbitration Centre and the Tunisian Conciliation and 
Arbitration Center, an international conference on November 12-13th 2008, under the patronage 
of His Excellency Dr. Hadif Al Dhaheri, the United Arab Emirates Minister of Justice. 

The conference's theme this year was on 'Activating Commercial Arbitration – Practical Needs 
to Develop National Law for Commercial Arbitration.

This important event brought together over 20 panelists who are world experts and local and 
national authorities in arbitration. The conference was focused on four main themes and 
topics, each chaired by an expert in arbitration and joined by four to five very senior panelists 
and distinguished guests. All the panel sessions gave the delegates a truly all round perspective 
view with many opinions and best practices in the field of commercial arbitration.

The four panel discussions and presentations delivered by the many experts created much debate 
with the continued arbitration agreements that need to be enforced in the Arab nation. It was 
clear that the arbitration practices are evolving and it is very important to ensure that contractual 
arbitration provisions are drafted carefully.

Many of the delegates took part in debate with their questions to the panelists. The forum had 
many delegates who were practitioners, administrators, in-house lawyers, academics, contracts 
managers, claim consultants and of course many arbitrators.

The conference was opened officially with a delightful ceremony and dinner, hosted at the Park 
Hyatt Hotel in Dubai in the Palm Garden. 

The evening started with an opening address from His Excellency Hisham Abdulla Al Shirawi, 
Member of Dubai Chamber of Commerce & Industry Board of Directors, DCCI 2nd 

Vice-Chairman and Chairman of Electronics Group.

After this we were privileged to have His Excellency Counsel Dr. Ali Ibrahim Abdullah Al 
Hosani, Executive Director for Legal Opinion, Legislation and Government Low Cases Affairs 
and Deputy Director General of the Ministry of Justice, say a few words as the official represen-
tative for His Excellency Dr. Hadif Al Dhaheri, the United Arab Emirates Minister of Justice. 
This speech highlighted how important commercial arbitration is for the UAE and the entire 
region and H.E. Dr. Ali Ibrhaim Abdullah thanked the DIAC and all delegates in attending and 
for creating such an event.
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