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Intellectual Property of Engineering
Drawings According to the Rules of
Dubai Municipality
and the Relevant Laws

by
Eng. Dr. Kamal Adnan Malas

Disputes have increased recently among the owners, projects developers and engineers concern-
ing the intellectual property of Drawings.

Infringement upon the intellectual property of drawings is subject to the criminal law, and its
penalty is the jail (not to mention the damages arising there from, which shall be subsequently
claimed by the civil victim).

Accordingly, the contractual relationship parties whom they deal in making drawings must have
deep knowledge in the intellectual property laws, knowing that according to our opinion these
laws are still incapable to cover clearly all aspects, due to the fact that the subject itself has many
hidden technical aspects allowing the arising of big disputes.

Upon reviewing many intellectual property laws of drawings in several advanced countries, we
noticed inadequacy of comprising the technical details of this subject within the same laws, the
matter which is really serious therefore is that most of these countries signed Bern convention
which regulating intellectual property protection, and by virtue of this convention the author
protects his work in all these countries simultaneously.

Accordingly, we advise all parties intended to do drawings, to make sure of non-infringement of
the laws regulating intellectual property of drawings, and they have to clarify in their contracts
the conditions which guarantee that they will not make unintended errors may burden them with
heavy costs in future.

For explaining so, we will highlight on the basic UAE Laws articles, and Rules relating to this
subject:

Practicing the Engineering consultancy profession in the Emirate of Dubai is subject to the
provisions of the Local order No. (89) issued in 1994 by Sheikh Hamdan Bin Rashid Al
Maktoum in his capacity as the Municipality President.
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